Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 SECTO 09045 30003 1Z 
ACTION NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 W 

105756 300045Z/62 

O 251705Z AUG 77 ZFF-4 
FM USDEL SECRETARY PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET SECTO 9045 

NODIS CHEROKEE 

WHITE HOUSE PASS TO THE PRESIDENT AND DR. BRZEZINSKI ONLY 

DEPARTMENT FOR WARREN CHRISTOPHER ONLY 

E. O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS) 

SUBJECT: AUGUST 25 MEETING WITH CHINESE 

1 . TODAY WAS OUR LAST WORKING DAY IN PEKING. I MET FOR 
AN HOUR WITH FOREIGN MINISTER HUANG THIS MORNING TO 
COMPLETE DISCUSSIONS ON BILATERAL QUESTIONS. WE SPOKE 
ABOUT CULTURAL EXCHANGES AND TRADE. ON EXCHANGES IT IS 
CLEAR THE CHINESE WISH THEM TO CONTINUE AT ABOUT THE 
PRESENT LEVEL. ON TRADE, I RECEIVED THE IMPRESSION THAT 
HUANG, WHILE LINKING TRADE TO NORMALIZATION, WAS RESPONSIVE 
TO THE SUGGESTION THAT WE LOOK FOR WAYS TO INCREASE TRADE 
BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES. THIS IS SOMETHING WHICH I WILL HAVE 
FOLLOWED UP ON WITHOUT DELAY. AT THE END OF OUR MEETING 
HUANG AND I AGREED THAT A FORMAL COMMUNIQUE WAS NOT 
NECESSARY. WE WERE PREPARED TO HAVE A BRIEF ONE BUT 
INSTEAD I USED THE GIST OF WHAT NEEDS TO BE SAID IN A 

BRIEF ON-THE-RECORD PRESS CONFERENCE TONIGHT. 

2. THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE DAY WAS AN HOUR AND QUARTER 
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WITH CHAIRMAN HUA KUO-FENG. THIS IS OF GREAT SYMBOLIC 
AS WELL AS SOME SUBSTANTIAL INTEREST. THE PRESS 
COVERED THE OPENING MINUTES OF THE MEETING, DURING WHICH 
HUA COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON CAMERA THAT HE HAD NOTED 
YOUR STATEMENT ON ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRINCIPLES OF THE 
SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE AS THE BASIS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP, 

AND THE DESIRABILITY OF EXPLORING EACH OTHERS VIEWS, 
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AND ON THE DESIRABILITY OF ENHANCING OUR MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING. 

3. WHEN THE PRESS LEFT. HUA SPOKE AT SOME LENGTH COVERING 
INTERNAL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN CHINA FROM THE LAST 
YEAR OF MAO TO THE PRESENT, SPOKE OF NATURAL DISASTERS 
WHICH HAD TO BE OVERCOME IN 1976. AND THEN REFERRED WITH A 
TOUCH OF PRIDE TO THE DOWNFALL OF THE "GANG OF FOUR" AND 
THE SUCCESS OF THE ELEVENTH PARTY CONGRESS. 

4. HE SPENT A GOOD BIT OF TIME CASTIGATING THE "NEW CZARS" 

OF THE SOVIET UNION, FOR ITS "SOCIAL IMPERIALIST" 

EXPANSIONIST POLICY AND REMINDED ME THAT SOVIET IMPERIALISM 
STARTED WITH PETER THE GREAT. THEY CONTINUE TO FEEL IT 
NECESSARY TO REMIND US AT EVERY TURN HOW BAD THE SOVIETS ARE. 

5. ON OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, HE SPOKE AGAIN OF THE 
SHANGHAI COMMUNIQUE, NOTED THAT THE SUBJECT HAD BEEN 
EXTENSIVELY DISCUSSED WITH HUANG HUA AND TENG HSIAO-PING 
AND SAID WE SHOULD MOVE FORWARD. HE AGREED THAT WE 
SHOULD CONSIDER EACH OTHERS VIEWS FURTHER AND CONTINUE 
OUR DISCUSSIONS. I RECEIVED NO SENSE OF BEING PRESSED, 

BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT THE SUBJECT IS AS LIVE AS EVER. 

6. WE WILL NOW SORT OUT THE TOTAL OF OUR IMPRESSIONS 
AND THE SUM OF OUR DISCUSSIONS WHICH I WILL REPORT TO 
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YOU WHEN I GET TO WASHINGTON. I THINK WE HAVE BEEN 
LISTENED TO SERIOUSLY. TALKED TO WITH PRECISION AND 
DELIBERATE PATIENCE, AND THE WAY HAS BEEN LEFT OPEN TO 
FURTHER DISCUSSIONS. WE NOW KNOW WITH SOME ACCURACY 
WHERE WE ARE ON THIS ISSUE, AND WE HAVE TIME TO DECIDE 
HOW WE WISH TO PROCEED. 

VANCE 


SECRET 
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